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 F
or years, homeowner Steven Rauber has pored 
through shelter magazines for inspiration. “If I see 
something I like, I cut it out and it goes in my file,” 
he says, and, with the advent of online sources, 
his range of visual references has expanded 

further. By the time he was ready to build a new house for 
his family on Coronado, he knew exactly what he wanted—
something contemporary and clean-lined, intended for 
informal living. “It was just up my alley,” says architect Bill 
Bocken, whom Steven commissioned to turn his vision into 
reality. “The plan was simple and almost Zen-like.”

Bocken was up to the challenge and distilled Steven’s 
vision of easy, modern simplicity into a two-story home that 
organizes around a rear courtyard. The architect began 
by retaining two walls of the original structure because 
they extended into the existing setbacks. “This gave us 
more of the lot to work with because we could build the 
house closer to the side and front property lines,” says the 
architect. Inside, the spaces are comfortable and family-
oriented—what Bocken calls “laid-back Zen,” explaining, 
“You can go from one space into another, but there are no 
hallways and giant foyers.” 

Custom pocket doors allow the entire first floor, including 
the master bedroom and all of the public spaces, to open 
to the exterior. “This is all about informality and ease of 
maintenance,” says Bocken, “The rooms communicate with 
each other across the courtyard and the pool versus how 
a normal house is set up, where you’re going from one 
interior space, and then you go through to another.” A wall 
around the home’s perimeter compensates for its proximity 
to the street and shields it from passersby. Water features 
in the entry and in the rear further enhance the feeling of 
complete privacy and reinforce the Zen factor.

Enriching the structure are handsome finishes and 
architectural details. A granite floor runs through the first 
floor (including into the bathrooms, around the pool and out 
toward the entryway), knitting the home into a cohesive 
whole. Rather than drywall, Bocken and Steven, who served 
as the builder, opted for a plaster finish for the walls and 
ceilings. “They have a life of their own, and, depending 
on the way the sunlight hits it or the lighting that was built 
into the house, the walls have a glow to them,” notes 
Steven. To accentuate the feeling of simplicity, the architect 
eliminated baseboards and added a slight reveal at the tops 
of walls to separate them from the ceiling planes. 

With the home’s framework in place, Bocken pulled 
designer Irene Kim Coppedge onboard. (The pair 
first worked together when the architect renovated 
Coppedge’s own home and ultimately encouraged 
her to explore a career in design.) “It needed a lot of 
furniture and the last 10 percent,” she says, alluding to 
those essential finishing touches. “Floors were picked, 
walls were done. Some furniture was in, but most of it 
was not.” While Steven wasn’t afraid of color (such as 
the orange cushion on the outside banquette), “we kept 
veering into a monochromatic look,” reports the designer. 
Consequently, the home is replete with natural tones and 
textures like unhoned marble and rough-hewn wood for 
an organic, clean and edited look. “My client had just 
moved back from Mexico and had either sold or gotten 
rid of almost everything save a few pieces of furniture and 
some artwork,” Coppedge explains. “When we started 
filling the space, we realized that we did not want to buy 
things just for the sake of having things. It felt freeing to 
be on this side of under-furnished.” 

The furnishings reflect Coppedge’s intentional approach, 
and the importance of each piece is amplified. Together, 
Coppedge and Steven designed notable pieces for the 
home, such as the 11-foot-long, stone, knife-edge dining 
room table. A similar, smaller table had inspired him, but, 
unable to find exactly what he imagined, he went custom. 
“There aren’t too many 11-foot tables,” shares Steven, 
“so if you want an 11-foot table, it’s almost something you 
have to do yourself.” Surrounding the table are more 
custom designs: chairs with seats that suspend in leather 
slings. “They rock bath and forth and make for a really 
comfortable chair,” he notes. 

The result of the close collaboration among client, architect 
and designer is a serene space that reads as generous and 
welcoming. “We had a fabulous time,” says Coppedge of 
the experience, “It was just so fun. We were all really happy 
with the way it turned out.” Steven is especially pleased: 
“Contemporary is all about the feeling you get walking into 
spaces, and you don’t necessarily know why they feel good, 
but they do.” And this house does.  

Inspired by his time living 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, 

homeowner Steven 
Rauber requested multiple 
water features throughout 

his Coronado residence. 
Architect Bill Bocken 

designed a path across the 
water leading to the entry. 

The sculptural pieces 
are from Vessel USA. 

“YOU CAN GO FROM 
ONE SPACE TO 

ANOTHER, BUT THERE 
ARE NO HALLWAYS 

OR FOYERS.”
–BILL BOCKEN
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Above: Bocken conceived a rift-cut white oak staircase that cleverly doubles as a spot to take 
a moment before progressing further into the residence. The granite flooring “has a little bit 
of a blue-green color to it,” says Bocken. “It has just enough movement without being busy.” 

Opposite: To keep the neutral palette lively, designer Irene Kim Coppedge opted for pieces 
with texture to them, such as the living area’s velvet RH sofa, the pair of wood and metal 
tables from Hold it Contemporary Home and the plush carpet from Coles Fine Flooring.
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Steven and Coppedge collaborated 
on the dining table—an 11-foot 
slab of marble atop a wood base 
they had fabricated in Mexico. 
With the stone’s edges beveled 
to a knife point, it almost seems 
to disappear. The custom chairs’ 
seat cushions are centered on 
a leather sling and are perfect 
for comfort and conversations 
that last long into the night. 
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Above: Granite from Unique Stone Imports runs throughout the home and into the 
landscape. On the dining terrace is a custom table and chairs. The adjacent family 

room includes a chair from Design Within Reach, Steven’s own leather sectional, and 
a coffee table from Hold It Contemporary Home. A Mari Sakamoto work is on the wall. 

Opposite: The kitchen’s island unites bar seating with a dining-height table  
and is furnished with chairs in a Kravet mohair and stools from Design Within 

Reach. The cabinetry is rift-cut white oak. California Faucets supplied the faucet. 
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“THE ROOMS 
COMMUNICATE 
WITH EACH OTHER 
ACROSS THE 
COURTYARD AND 
THE POOL VERSUS 
HOW A NORMAL 
HOUSE IS SET UP.”

–BILL BOCKEN

Discovered in Mexico, a love seat and 
chairs surround a custom fire pit on 
the terrace overlooking the pool by All 
Water Tek. The homeowner turned to 
Richard Risner of Grounded Landscape 
Architecture for the crisp, tailored garden. 
A banquette overlooking a grassy area 
holds a cushion in a Sunbrella fabric.

2 7 2  /  l u x e s o u r c e .c o m



Above: The master bathroom relies on a material palette similar to 
the rest of the house—rift-cut white oak and Corian—for the vanity. On 
the walls is limestone tile from Unique Stone Imports. The faucets are 
by Graff. Partially frosted windows frame a tub by The Interior Gallery. 

Opposite: A spiral staircase offers a route to the second floor. Sunbrella 
fabric from Kravet covers the channel-stitched headboard in the 

master bedroom, visible from the terrace. The bedside table is by RH.
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